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Bid awarded for interchange construction at Aht’'Wy Plaza

LEWISTON— Knife River Corporation received the bid for the project that will construct an interchange on U.S.
Highway 95/U.S. Highway 12 at the east entrance to Aht'Wy Plaza for $24.77 million.

With a contractor now on board, work could begin as early as March and is expected to take less than two years.
The four-lane highway will be separated by concrete barrier and the existing median, turn lanes and acceleration
lanes will be eliminated.

Download renderings of the design of the interchange.

“The interchange will allow drivers to safely access the businesses in the plaza without any conflicts with drivers
already on the highway traveling at 65 mph,” said Doral Hoff, District Engineer for the Idaho Transportation
Department (ITD).

In April the Nez Perce Tribe and ITD had announced the joint project would be delayed due to increased costs of
essential materials. To cover rising costs, the NPT and ITD applied for additional funding from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs Department of Tribal Transportation Bridge Funding, which was approved in November. The project will still
make use of the original $19 million in FHWA FY2020 BUILD grant funding.

“The Nez Perce Tribe set Aht'WYy Interchange project as a priority for the past 18 years; “Safety” along this corridor
has been the primary concern. It is exciting to see this project in Construction Phase!” said Samuel N. Penney, Nez
Perce Tribe Executive Committee Chairman

A tentative Groundbreaking event is scheduled for April 12th. Learn more and sign up for updates at
itdprojects.org/ahtwyinterchange.
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